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Background and Concept

The economic implications of Korean unification are one of the most daunting challenges of
the unification process, yet among the least discussed. A comprehensive U.S. strategy to
support a free and unified Korea must bring special focus to the economic aspects of
reunification. Session One of this forum will present an economic analysis and U.S. policy
recommendations relating to unification and its impact on the Korean peninsula and in the
Northeast Asia region.

Every ROK and U.S. president since the first Korean Vision statement in 2009 has expressed
support for unification. In 2023 the ROK/U.S. Summit in April and Camp David Summit in
August both expressed support for a free and unified Korea, with Japan’s Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida further endorsing the goal of peaceful unification.

It is now time for government officials and citizens in all three countries to follow through
with their leaders’ vision and strategically advance the unification process along three lines of
effort: (1) a human rights up front approach; (2) an information campaign to inform and
educate the Korean people in the north; and (3) the pursuit of a free and unified Korea by

governments and civil society.
Ideas and concepts developed during this forum will be consolidated in a draft plan to support
a free and unified Korea through creating the conditions for change inside North Korea and

by building broad international consensus to support Korean unification.

Policy recommendations developed in this forum can inform both U.S. strategy in support of

Korean unification and ROK government policy, which is actively pursuing unification.
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Program

1:00 PM | Opening

f \ Emcee: Mr. David Maxwell is a retired US Army Special Forces Colonel and has

spent more than 30 years in Asia as a practitioner and specializes in Northeast Asian
: Security Affairs and irregular, unconventional, and political warfare. He is the Vice
President of the Center for Asia Pacific Strategy and a Senior Fellow at the Global
- Peace Foundation where he focuses on a free and unified Korea. He is a member of
4 the board of directors of the Committee for Human Rights In North Korea and is

T the editor of the Small Wars Journal.
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Mr. James P. Flynn is International President of the Global Peace Foundation. As
the executive officer of a large, global network of chapters, he provides leadership
and management for Global Peace Foundation’s diverse portfolio of peacebuilding
and international development work. His robust leadership is reflected in the
planning and convening of Global Peace Leadership Conferences on four continents
and in the preeminent Global Peace Convention, as well as in the organization’s
branding, educational content, and operational management. Mr. Flynn has worked
in the nonprofit sector for more than thirty years, and served as an educator,
international conflict mediator, interfaith facilitator, and grassroots leader of family
strengthening and youth violence prevention programs.

Congressman Rob Wittman has served the First Congressional District of Virginia
since 2007. Rob has been focused on strengthening the military and supporting
veterans, promoting economic development, increasing access to high-speed
internet, and promoting workforce development. In the U.S. Congress, Rob serves
as Vice Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee and Chairman of the
Tactical Air and Land Forces Subcommittee. In addition, as Co-Chair of the
Congressional Shipbuilding Caucus, he is a staunch advocate for a robust Naval fleet
and a healthy domestic shipbuilding industry. He also currently serves on the U.S.
Naval Academy’s Board of Visitors, as Chairman of the Readiness Subcommittee
and as Chairman of the U.S. Naval Academy's Board of Visitors. As a member of
the House Committee on Natural Resources, Rob brings his professional expertise in
water quality, fisheries, and other natural resource issues. He serves as co-chair of the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Caucus and as a Co-Chair of the House Rural

Broadband Caucus. Dr. Wittman holds a Ph.D. in Public Policy and
Administration.
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1:30 PM | Session I: "Economic Considerations: Opportunities from
Korean Unification”

Moderator: Hee-Eun Kim is the Founder, President, and CEO of the Center for
Asia Pacific Strategy, a Washington DC-based international security think tank that
provides policy recommendations about present and future threats to security and
stability across the Asia Pacific region. Her mission is to bring awareness to leaders
and the general public about real-world defense and security issues pertaining to Asia
Pacific nations. Mrs. Kim received her bachelor’s degree in political science and her
master’s degree in international relations (Foreign Policy and National Security)
from SungKyunKwan University in Seoul, Republic of Korea. From 2007-2012 she
served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Education, and on the
National security Staff at the Blue Hose. From 2012-2020 she served as political
advisor to four commanders of UN/CFC/USFK. In 2020, she established the
Center for Asia Pacific Strategy in Washington DC as a non-governmental and
multinational think tank. Recently, she also joined on the Advisory Board for the
Economic Conflict & Competition Research Group at King’s College London.

Dr. Nicholas Eberstadt is Henry Wendt Chair in Political Economy at the
American Enterprise Institute and is Senior Adviser to the National Bureau of Asian
Research. He is also a founding member of the US Committee for Human Rights in
North Korea and a member of the advisory council for the Korea Economic
Institute. His many books on Korean affairs include The Population of North Korea
and The North Korean Economy Between Crisis and Catastrophe. His AB, MPA
and Ph.D. are from Harvard and his M. Sc is from the LSE.

Dr. Kent H. Hughes is currently a Public Policy Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars. Earlier he had directed the America in the Global
Economy program at the Center. Previously, Dr. Hughes served as Associate
Deputy Secretary of Commerce, President of the Council on Competitiveness, and
in several senior positions on Capitol Hill. He was an International Legal Center
Fellow and a Latin American Teaching Fellow in Brazil 1967 to 1969. Dr. Hughes
is the author of Three books: International Decision Making in Congress, Building
the Next American Century: The Past and Future of U.S. Economic
Competitiveness, and The Middle Kingdom at Center Stage: China’s Past and
Future Growth Strategy. He is currently working on an assessment of the innovation
eco-systems in the Persian Gulf. Dr. Hughes has a B.A. from Yale, a LLB from
Harvard Law School, and a PhD in economics from Washington University in St.
Louis.
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Mr. John Dickson is a Senior Advisor on Economy and Government Relations at
the Global Peace Foundation and president of World Trade Partnership. He has
tounded World Trade Centers in Okinawa and Afghanistan, and advised on others.
Mzr. Dickson was the founding chairman of the World Trade Centers Association’s
Committee on Peace and Stability through Trade, organizing initiatives highlighting
the contribution of the private sector to peace and stability. John serves on the
steering committee of the UN’s Alliance of NGOs for South South Cooperation and
serves on the boards of several significant civil society organizations including the
Latin American Presidential Mission. Mr. Dickson is a co-founder and chairman of

the Global Young Leaders Academy.

Prof. William Brown is principal of his consulting firm, Northeast Asia Economics
and Intelligence Advisory LLC. (NAEIA.com). He retired from a federal
government career in CIA, Commerce Department, the National Intelligence
Council, and ODNI’s North Korea and East Asia Mission Managers Offices, during
which he focused much of his attention on the economies of China and Korea. He
has a B.A. in International Studies from Rhodes College, Memphis, TN and a M. A.
in Economics and Chinese studies from Washington University, in St. Louis, with
most courses completed for the PhD.. He is Chair of the North Korea Economic
Forum at George Washington University and sits on the Board of Directors of the
Korea Economic Institute of America. He continues to do consulting work for the
US government and writes and speaks regularly for Korean government think tanks
and for Voice of America. He lives with his wife, Helen, and daughter in Oak Hill,
Virginia. His three sons live in Boulder, Co., Atlanta, GA, and Cary, NC.

Dr. George Hutchinson is the Editor of the International Journal of Korean Studies
as well as a board member of the International Council on Korean Studies.
Additionally, Dr. Hutchinson is a Senior Regional Planner supporting and advising
U.S. Air Force basing issues in the Republic of Korea. Previously, he specialized in
supporting wargaming and energy policy as a consultant at the Pentagon. Dr.
Hutchinson served as both a commissioned and noncommissioned officer in the U.S.
Air Force in roles as a Logistics Readiness Officer, Northeast Asia Foreign Area
Officer, and Korean linguist. His writings have been published in the International
Journal of Korean Studies, U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings, the Air Force Journal
of Logistics, and the Marine Corps University Press as well as in reports by the
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea and the Korea Economic Institute of
America. Dr. Hutchinson holds a Ph.D. from George Mason University’s Schar
School of Policy and Government and a master’s in logistics management from the

U.S. Air Force Institute of Technology.
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3:15 PM | Session lI: "Operationalizing Government and Citizen
Support for Korean Unification - Challenges - How to Create
Conditions for Change in North Korea."

f N Moderator: Mr. David Maxwell is a retired US Army Special Forces Colonel and

has spent more than 30 years in Asia as a practitioner and specializes in Northeast
Asian Security Affairs and irregular, unconventional, and political warfare. He is the
Vice President of the Center for Asia Pacific Strategy and a Senior Fellow at the
Global Peace Foundation where he focuses on a free and unified Korea. He is a
member of the board of directors of the Committee for Human Rights In North
Korea and is the editor of the Small Wars Journal.
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Ambassador Robert Joseph is Senior Scholar at the National Institute for Public
Policy. In the George W. Bush administration, he was Under Secretary of State for
Arms Control and International Security and later U.S. Special Envoy for Nuclear
Nonproliferation. Prior to his positions at the State Department, Ambassador Joseph
served in the National Security Council as Special Assistant to the President for
Proliferation Strategy, Counterproliferation and Homeland Defense. Prior to 2001,
Dr. Joseph was Professor of National Security Studies and Founder of the Center for
Counterproliferation Research at the National Defense University. He served as U.S.
Commissioner to the Standing Consultative Commission and as head of the U.S.
delegation to the U.S.-Russian Commission on Nuclear Testing. Dr. Joseph has a
BA from Saint Louis University, MA from the University of Chicago, and Ph.D.
from Columbia University. He taught at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
Tulane University, and Carleton College.

Mr. Greg Scarlatoiu is the Executive Director of the Committee for Human Rights
in North Korea. For ten years, he has been a visiting professor at Hankuk University
of Foreign Studies and Yonsei University. Scarlatoiu is vice president of the
International Council on Korean Studies. He has authored and broadcast on Radio
Free Asia for the past 20 years. Scarlatoiu holds a Master of Arts in Law and
Diplomacy from the Fletcher School, Tufts University, and a Master of Arts and
Bachelor of Arts from Seoul National University’s Department of International
Relations. He completed the MIT XXI Seminar for U.S. national security leaders in
2016-2017. Scarlatoiu was awarded the title ‘Citizen of Honor, City of Seoul,’ in
January 1999. Born and raised in communist Romania, he is a naturalized U.S.
citizen. Scarlatoiu is fluent in Korean, French and Romanian.
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Commander Fredrick “Skip” Vincenzo, USN (ret.), is a nonresident senior fellow
with both the Center for Naval Analyses and the Indo-Pacific Security Initiative at
the Atlantic Council’s Scowcroft Center for Strategy and Security. He graduated
from the U.S. Naval Academy in May 1993 and completed Basic Underwater
Demolition/SEAL training. With a Naval career spanning twenty-eight years—
more than two thirds of that spent deployed on operations or permanently assigned
overseas—he has extensive experience in the full spectrum of Special Operations,
Koreansecurity, information operations, counter terror, NATO, and countering
hybrid threats. After more than fifteen years ofassignments focused on Korean
security issues, Vincenzo was US Special Operations Command’s de facto bench of
Korea expertise prior to his retirement in 2021. His professional writing has
appeared in numerous online security publications, and his largest collaborative
piece, “An Information Based Strategy to Reduce North Korea’s Increasing Threat,”
was cited by the Wall Street Journal and Foreign Affairs Magazine as one of the few

under-explored options for dealing with an increasingly dangerous North Korea.

Dr. Sung-Yoon Lee is a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars. Previously, he taught Korean history and politics at the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. He has also served as a Faculty Associate at
the Program on U.S.-Japan Relations in the Weatherhead Center for International
Affairs at Harvard University. He is the author of The Sister: The Extraordinary
Story of Kim Yo Jong, North Korea’s Most Powerful Woman
(London:MacMillan,2023). Dr. Lee has testified as an expert witness at the U.S.
House of Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs and Subcommittee on Asia
Hearings on North Korea policy and has advised senior officials and elected leaders,
including the President of the United States. He has also testified as an expert
witness on behalf of the plaintiffs in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia in the Warmbiers v. DPRK case, in which the plaintiffs were awarded
$501 million, and on behalf of the defendant in the U.S. District Court for the
Central District of California (LA) in the USA v. Christopher P. Ahn extradition
hearing. Dr. Lee has a B.A. in American and British literature from the New
College of Florida, and obtained his M.A. and Ph.D. from the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University.
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https://georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/An-Information-Based-Strategy-to-Reduce-North-Koreas-Increasing-Threat.pdf
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